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At the August 2014 and January 2015 meetings, the Committee on Professional Training (CPT) 
evaluated a combined total of 87 periodic reports from currently approved programs.  CPT held 
conferences with three departments seeking ACS approval.  Four new programs were approved, and 
two institutions were removed from the approved list.  During the fall 2014 submission period, 14 
programs submitted pre-applications for ACS approval, and 7 of those were invited to move to the 
next step in the application process.  The current number of colleges and universities offering ACS-
approved bachelor’s degree programs is 678.  
 
The committee continued discussion of the ACS Guidelines revision at the August meeting and 
released a final draft of the guidelines document to department chairs at approved and non-approved 
chemistry programs for comment.  Over 100 programs responded, and this feedback was used to 
advise the final discussions of the guidelines at CPT’s winter meeting.  The committee voted to 
approve the 2015 guidelines document; we expect publication by the time of the ACS national 
meeting in March. 
 
In addition to the ACS Guidelines, CPT publishes several supplements to provide programs with 
additional guidance on various aspects of the curriculum.  Review and revision of the disciplinary 
supplements covering analytical, biochemistry, inorganic, organic, physical, and polymer chemistry 
are underway and will be released following the spring CPT meeting.  The remaining supplements will 
be reviewed and released over the next twelve months.  All supplements are available on the CPT 
website, www.acs.org/cpt. 
 
The final report of CPT’s chemical information resources survey was published as part of the fall issue 
of the CPT Newsletter and on the CPT website.  The committee finalized the questionnaire to be used 
in a survey of PhD recipients to complement CPT’s regular surveys of graduate programs.  Data will 
be collected during the first quarter of this year with a final report on the results to be published in the 
fall 2015 issue of the CPT Newsletter.  CPT last conducted a survey of PhD recipients in 1998.   
 
The committee reviewed and approved the 9th edition of the publication, “Planning for Graduate Work 
in Chemistry” (now entitled “Planning for Graduate Work in the Chemical Sciences”).  This edition will 
be published as a series of highly interactive web pages that allow users to navigate easily to the 
sections of the document of greatest interest and includes extensive links to ACS and external 
resources.  Among other actions, CPT approved a revised list of recommended journals for ACS 
approval and updated the periodic report and annual report forms that must be completed by all ACS-
approved programs.  The committee also held an initial discussion of its strategic plan for 2015-17. 
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